
the jewish connection
June - July  2016
Issue Number 58

Bulletin of the Upper Valley Jewish Community • 5 Occom Ridge • Hanover, NH 03755

A Missive on our Israeli Identity
The struggle

of the Jewish
people, from
the time of the

Second Exile in 70 CE to today,
has been a struggle to live a life
devoted to Torah as an ideal
both in its particularity to our
people, and in its universal ap-
plication.  Our history is replete
with lives lived uniquely within
Judaism.  Such particular prac-
tices as keeping Kosher, observ-
ing Shabbat on Saturday,
marking Jewish holidays and so
on, are unique, particular only to
Jews.
There are also universal ideals

that we practice in the broader
society:  principles of justice,
charity for the poor, and acts of
loving kindness (to name only a
few), allow us to improve the
world around us, and cause us to
live a life connected with others.
In differing permutations de-
pending on local circumstances,
we lived this way for the 1,878
years following the Second
Exile. 
A game changer for Jewish life

arrived in 1894:  publication of
Theodore Herzl’s Der Judenstaat
(“The Jewish State”) and the
founding of the World Zionist
Organization, the movement to

create a Jewish homeland.  In
1948, fifty-four years after
Herzl’s book appeared, and after
1,878 years of exile, the Jewish
State of Israel was established.
In a good way, the new state
upset the existing paradigm of
Jewish life around the world.
I was only 4 years old when

the State of Israel was declared.
Like many Jews living in the
United States after the establish-
ment of Israel, I continued for
many years to live in the old par-
adigm for all practical purposes.
Sixty-eight years later, in 2016,
Israel has become a great source
of the Jewish collective will and
identity from which we no
longer can separate by saying,
“Israel does not matter,” as some
might have early in the state’s
existence.
Israel does matter and will

matter so long as there is a Jew-
ish People.  Consider that today,
there are 14.5 million Jews
world-wide; this is 4.5 million
fewer Jews than were alive in
1939. More than 41% (6 mil-
lion) of all Jews living today live
in Israel.
If we were to lose Israel, we

would experience a 10% greater
loss to our population than we
did during the Shoah when we

lost 33% of the world’s Jews!  If
such a catastrophe occurred, the
resulting world population of
Jews would number fewer than
10 million.  A threat to the exis-
tence of Israel is therefore a
threat to the entire Jewish peo-
ple. This is why any move in the
Mideast is fraught with terrible
risk, whether it maintains or
changes the status quo.  The
stakes are incredibly high for any
course of action or any change in
policy Israel pursues. 
Regardless, one thing is clear.

The paradigm of Jewish life has
clearly changed in fewer than
three generations.  We are no
longer a people who live only in
diaspora with our Jewish iden-
tity solely based on Torah, or a
culture that derives its ethics and
way of life from our sacred texts.
As part of this new Jewish

identity, we must embrace the
impact of the Jewish State of Is-
rael on both our individual and
collective identities.
Israel as a Jewish homeland,

with all the wonders, accom-
plishments and challenges it
presents, is a significant part of
our world Jewish identity, en-
compassing our religion, culture,
literature, and most of all, our
Peoplehood.
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From Rabbi Edward S. Boraz
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President’s Message
by Deborah Kaplan

As we approach June and the start of summer in the Upper Valley,
we welcome the school year’s winding down following spring’s Jew-
ish holidays; we all are ready for life to slow down just a bit.  But be-
fore the Board of Trustees can get into summer mode, we must
prepare for the UVJC Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 5 at 5:00 PM.

The Annual Meeting is an important event during which we elect
a new slate of officers and new board members.  We also present an
operating budget to the community.  As I mined through former pres-
idents’ messages written at this time of the year, a consistent theme
emerged:  the stress of planning and presenting a budget that will
break even in the face of stagnant membership, flat or decreasing
revenues, and increased costs related to rent and services we are ob-
ligated (contractually) to obtain from Dartmouth.

While our deal with Dartmouth is broadly beneficial, costs still
increase each year.  As a member of our community, you have an ob-
ligation to be aware of and understand our financial situation.  Please
be sure to review the budget summary and slate of Board members
and officers that you will have received via email by the time you
read this. 

I am very excited about the strong slate of officers and new board
members.  There is considerable turnover among officers this year,
as the majority have served their 3-year term limit.  I believe consis-
tency has served us well and feel very confident about the leadership
going forward. 

I hope you will join us for the Annual Meeting on June 5.  At the
very least, please return your ballots in support of the slate of the
Board of Trustees and budget.  

I welcome your thoughts and feedback as we plan for the new
year of 5777 and wish you all an enjoyable relaxing summer.

deb.kaplan@comcast.net
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Remembrance
The act of remembrance is a profound experience in Jewish

tradition. Remembrance brings to present consciousness the influ-
ence, love, and nurturing the departed brought to us, our children,
and our children's children.

A yahrzeit board provides a spiritual means of paying respect
and offering tribute to the memories of our departed loved ones.

The yahrzeit board in the Alperin Sanctuary at the Roth Center
for Jewish Life at Dartmouth College provides each member of our
congregational family the opportunity to engage in the profound
mitzvah of remembrance by acquiring a yahrzeit plaque.

On the anniversary of the yahrzeit (the date of death), a light
is illuminated adjacent to the deceased’s name.

If you are interested in acquiring a yahrzeit plaque, please con-
tact Carole Clarke at 603-646-0460 or at uvjc@valley.net.

Yahrzeit BOARD
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UVJC History Group
The Upper Valley Jewish Community Oral History Project

is starting to take shape! 
After reviewing a preliminary draft incorporating a subset of interview tran-

scripts, the committee has settled on a structure for the text and has prioritized
the next segments to be completed. While there is still a great deal of work left to
do, it is very exciting to see everything begin to come together. 
We remain eager to receive any photos you may have that relate to the project,

particularly those of key community members, local businesses, school events, and
traditional celebrations. We are also looking for help in establishing an accurate
timeline for important community events such as when the religious school moved
to different locations. 

Another item on our “to do” list is to view carefully videos we have
of individual interviews to identify segments to be used in a montage.
If you enjoy binge watching Netflix and love listening to Jewish stories, this is

the task for you! Please contact Project Coordinator, Liza Draper (ldraper@dart-
mouth.edu) to get involved. There is always room for another volunteer on this
team! 
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KIDDUSH SCHEDULE

JUNE - JULY 2016/5776

JUNE
4

Melissa and Michael Herron
in celebration of

their daughter Miriam
as she becomes a
Bat Mitzvah

11
Sheryl Lerner

18
Kathy and Jeff Parsonnet

25
Sheila and Hy Kempler 

JULY
2

Deb Kaplan
9

Emily Silver and Whit Van Meter
in celebration of their daughter

Eloise as she becomes a
Bat Mitzvah

16
Yoni and Stephen Neirman

23
Jamielynn Garland

30
Diane Roston

Responsibility to prepare our weekly Shabbat kid-
dush is rotated among UVJC volunteers who attend
services. Preparing kiddush for the congregation is
a great way to celebrate a birthday, graduation,
wedding anniversary, or to commemorate a loved
one’s yahrzeit. It’s also an opportunity to get to-
gether with old friends and make new ones.
For those unfamiliar with the tradition of Shabbat

morning kiddush, it is the time following the serv-
ice when we gather over wine, grape juice, challah
and other goodies. But most of all, we come to-

Volunteer to Sponsor a Shabbat Morning Kiddush

June/July 2016
5776 B’nai Mitzvah
June 4, 2016 ~ Miriam Herron

Daughter of Michael and Melissa Herron
July 9, 2016 ~ Eloise Silver-Van Meter

Daughter of Emily Silver and Whit Van Meter

PLEASE WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
James Stahl

and
Nathalie Hebert

gether to enjoy Shabbat with good fellowship.
Wine, grape juice, paper goods and cups are sup-

plied by the UVJC. The weekly kiddush volunteer
supplies the challah. One may add to the fare if one
wishes. For example, herring, gefilte fish, cheese,
cookies, coffee cake, sweet rolls, pretzels, or fruit
make nice additions to the kiddush table.
If you have questions, or would like to sponsor a

kiddush, please contact Yoni Neirman who may be
reached evenings at 802-649-3234, or by email at
Yoni.Stevens.Neirman@hitchcock.org.
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SOCIAL ACTION:
NEW INITIATIVES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

by Alice Berliner

LUNCH PROGRAM
FOR CHILDREN

IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The Upper Valley Jewish Community will be

providing lunches for about 30 children who live
in affordable housing in White River Junction
during the week of July 11-15.
During the school year, these children receive

federally-funded lunches. For the past several
years, area churches have provided lunches
throughout the summer, with each participating
congregation assuming responsibility for one
week.
We are delighted that the UVJC will be partici-

pating for the second time this summer. Last year,
many of you generously contributed towards the
cost, while others volunteered to help prepare
the lunches. Those of us who volunteered last
year found it to be a fun and moving experience.
We invite your participation this summer in ei-

ther of the following ways:
1) If you would like to donate towards the cost

of the lunches, please send a check made out to
the UVJC to the UVJC office with “lunch pro-
gram” in the memo line.   

2) To volunteer to help with the shopping
or

preparation of the lunches,
please e-mail UVJCSocAction@gmail.com
or call Carolyn Gordon at 643-5895. 

We anticipate that we will prepare the lunches
for the full week on the morning of July 11.   

DINNERS
AT THE HAVEN’S
HIXON HOUSE

The Social Action committee held a "trial run"
as a Dinner Team for The Haven's Hixon House,
a residence for 20 people, on Monday, 29 Febru-
ary.  Lynn Schwartz, Pam Hausler, Sue Berg and
Alice Berliner pre-prepared dinner in Lynn's
kitchen the day before.  Part of the fun was the
cooking together!  The model for The Haven's
Dinner Teams was very appealing:  preparing the
meal, setting it out buffet-style and then joining
the residents to share the dinner meal together.
The other attractive aspect is no clean-up!  The
Haven residents manage this themselves. 
The Social Action committee decided to com-

mit to 5 dinners for 2016, on alternate months
on a Monday at starting at 4:45 PM, with dinner
being served at 5:30.  Remaining dinners for
2016 are scheduled for 18 July, 19 September
and 21 November.  Each dinner requires a maxi-
mum of 4 persons.  If there’s enough interest for
2017, we could consider a monthly commitment. 
For now, we welcome anyone wanting to join

us for this year to contact Alice Berliner at 
alb172cs@gmail.com, cell 802-380-9606,

home 802-649-7286.
Please consider joining us for one or more of

the dinners.  Try it once, and then see what you
think.  It is both a fun and rewarding way to con-
tribute to the Upper Valley community!
(Note: This program is separate from and in ad-

dition to the monthly dinners organized by Susan
Cohen and Judy Oxman at the Listen Center.)
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Adult Education Fund:
To support guest speakers and other

special adult programs

Beautification Fund:
To be used toward furnishings, decorations,

and ornamentation to enhance the
Roth Center for Jewish Life.

Cemetery Fund:
To help with landscaping and maintenance

of the UVJC cemetery.

Library Fund:
For purchase of books and/o
other library materials.

Endowment:
Contributions of cash or securities, payable to the
UVJC Endowment Fund. Interest will be used
to support the activities of the community.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:
For charitable purposes

as determined by the Rabbi.

School Programming Fund:
To support special programs
over and above the curriculum.

Teen Programming:
To provide support for young adults in

our community to participate in Jewish programs.

There are many opportunities
for donors to designate a gift to the
Upper Valley Jewish Community.

Please give generously throughout the year.
Please make your check payable to either “UVJC” or “Upper Valley Jewish Community,”

noting the name of the fund on the memo line.
Donations may be directed to the UVJC General Fund

or specifically to one of the following funds:

UVJC FACEBOOK PAGE!
Keep up with what is happening at the UVJC today, next week

and into the future on Facebook.
Please request to join the UVJC page today at

facebook.com/groups/359003357910/

The UVJC
gratefully acknowledges
the following persons

for gifts to our
High Holiday Appeal

Phillip and Marian
Schaefer
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June 2016 24 Iyar 5776 - 24 Sivan 5776

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
24 IYAR

2
25 IYAR

3
26 IYAR

4
27 IYAR

5
28 IYAR

6
29 IYAR

7
1 SIVAN

8
2 SIVAN

9
3 SIVAN

10
4 SIVAN

11
5 SIVAN

12
6 SIVAN

13
7 SIVAN

14
8 SIVAN

15
9 SIVAN

16
10 SIVAN

17
11 SIVAN

18
12 SIVAN

19
13 SIVAN

20
14 SIVAN

21
15 SIVAN

22
16 SIVAN

23
17 SIVAN

24
18 SIVAN

25
19 SIVAN

26
20 SIVAN

27
21 SIVAN

28
22 SIVAN

29
23 SIVAN

30
24 SIVAN

Yom Yerushalayim Rosh Chodesh Sivan

Shavuot - Day 1 Shavuot - Day 2

Bechukosai

Bemidbar

Naso

Beha'alotecha

7:56

8:01

8:04

8:05

7:00 p.m.  Executive 
Committee Meeting

12:00 p.m. Guide for the 
Perplexed

6:00 p.m.  Hillel Shabbat
Service and Dinner - all 
are welcome

10:00 a.m. Reform 
Shabbat Service
Kiddush:  Michael and 
Melissa in celebration of 
their daughter, Miriam as
she become a Bat 
Mitzvah

UVJC Annual Meeting
5:00 p.m  Barbeque
6:00 p.m.  Meeing

12:00 p.m. Torah Study 
with Rabbi Boraz
1:30 p.m.. Torah Study

12:00 p.m. Guide for the 
Perplexed

6:00 p.m.  Hillel Shabbat
Service and Hillel Senior
Dinner

10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service
Kiddush:  Sheryl Lerner

6:00 p.m. Shabbat 
Service 

10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service
Lunch and Learn
11:30 Lunch
12:00 p.m. Speaker - 
Kenneth Klothen

6:00 p.m. Shabbat 
Service

10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service
Kiddush:  Sheila and Hy 
Kempler

12:00 p.m. Torah Study 
with Rabbi Boraz
1:30 p.m.. Torah Study

12:00 p.m. Guide for the 
Perplexed
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July 2016 25 Sivan 5776 - 25 Tammuz 5776

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
25 SIVAN

2
26 SIVAN

3
27 SIVAN

4
28 SIVAN

5
29 SIVAN

6
30 SIVAN

7
1 TAMMUZ

8
2 TAMMUZ

9
3 TAMMUZ

10
4 TAMMUZ

11
5 TAMMUZ

12
6 TAMMUZ

13
7 TAMMUZ

14
8 TAMMUZ

15
9 TAMMUZ

16
10 TAMMUZ

17
11 TAMMUZ

18
12 TAMMUZ

19
13 TAMMUZ

20
14 TAMMUZ

21
15 TAMMUZ

22
16 TAMMUZ

23
17 TAMMUZ

24
18 TAMMUZ

25
19 TAMMUZ

26
20 TAMMUZ

27
21 TAMMUZ

28
22 TAMMUZ

29
23 TAMMUZ

30
24 TAMMUZ

31
25 TAMMUZ

Rosh Chodesh 
Tammuz - Day 1

Rosh Chodesh 
Tammuz - Day 2

Fast of the 
Seventeenth of 
Tammuz

Shelach

Korach

Chukat

Balak

Pinchas

8:05

8:03

7:59

7:53

7:46

6:00 p.m.  Hillel Shabbat
Service and Dinner - all 
are welcome

10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service
Kiddush:  Deb Kaplan

12:00 p.m. Torah Study 
with Rabbi Boraz
1:30 p.m.. Torah Study 7:00 p.m.  Full Borad 

Meeting
12:00 p.m. Guide for the 
Perplexed

6:00 p.m.  Hillel Shabbat
Service and Dinner - all 
are welcome

10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service
Kiddush:  Emily Silver 
and Whit Van Meter in 
celebration of their 
daughter Eloise as she 
becomes a Bat Mitzvah

12:00 p.m. Torah Study 
with Rabbi Boraz
1:30 p.m.. Torah Study

12:00 p.m. Guide for the 
Perplexed

6:00 p.m.  Hillel Shabbat
Service and Dinner - all 
are welcome

10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service
Kiddush:  Yoni and 
Stephen Neirman

6:00 p.m.  Hillel Shabbat
Service and Dinner - all 
are welcome

10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service
Kiddush:  Jamielynn 
Garland

6:00 p.m.  Hillel Shabbat
Service and Dinner - all 
are welcome

10:00 a.m. Shabbat 
Service
Kiddush:  Diane Roston
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We are an enthusiastic reading group who love to discuss books proposed by group members.
We welcome new participants. Literature Lovers usually meets at 7:00 PM the last Sunday of the
month, unless otherwise noted.

For location or information, please contact
Susan Cohen at 603-643-3611, or email at sncohen037@gmail.com. 

The book tells the history of the central issue
of Jewish thought for the past three centuries:
Must we, as Jews, choose whether we are
members of a religion or a nation, a culture
or a civilization? Batnitzky's view of the issue
is followed by chapters explaining the position
of major Jewish thinkers from Moses
Mendelssohn to Mordecai Kaplan. The book
may help us understand the history and
meaning of our own connection to Judaism.

SUNDAY, JUNE 2

Literature Lovers

Shalom Walking Club
Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Meet at the Roth Center
then head outside to enjoy quality time

meeting new and long-time UVJC members. 
ALL AGES ~ ALL LEVELS WELCOME!
Interested to be on the regular e-vite list?

E-mail gloriafinkelstein@gmail.com.

HOW JUDAISM BECAME A RELIGION
An Introduction to Modern Jewish Thought

BY LEORA BATNITZKY
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Yahrzeit Contributions
Michael Humphrey

in memory of his aunt, Elizabeth Arnold
and his grandmother, Sara Arnold

Susan Cohen
in memory of her parents

Bernard and Frances Nemeroff
Ellen Moore

in memory of her mother, Mary Gorman Owen
Paul and Colette Sage

in memory of
Colette's mother, Marie Ackin
Thomas Cochran in memory of
a special teacher, Richard Regosin

John and Jill Schiffman
in memory of

Jill's mother, Ethel Greenspan
Daniel Levin

in memory of his grandfather, Isadore Levin
Thomas Cochran
in memory of

his great grandfather, Isaac Rothstein
Michael Humphrey

in memory of his uncle, Edwin Arnold
Robert and Susan Greene

in memory of Susan's parents, Jack and Sonya Presberg
Bob and Sharon Racusin

in memory of Bob's father, Aaron J. Racusin
Daniel Levin

in memory of his father, Benjamin Levin
Arline Rotman

in memory of her mother, Marion Schwartz

UVJC General Fund
Richard and Bayle Drubel

in honor of Betty Lauer's special birthday
Bruce Pacht

in memory of the always-interesting Arnie Levin
Nina Sand-Loud and Keith Loud

in honor of Betty Lauer's special birthday

UVJC Endowment Fund
Jeremy Katz

Cemetery Fund
Mark and Nancie Severs

in memory of Bernice Cohen’s daughter, Leila Cohen

Torah Restoration Fund
Stephen and Yoni Neirman

in memory of Stephen's mother, Arlene Neirman

Adult Education Fund
Betty Lauer

in memory of the charming and elegant Sheila Vinikoor
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein
in memory of Leila Cohen,
daughter of Bernice Cohen
and wife of Howard Goldblatt
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein

in memory of Gloria's father, Harry "Skippy" Gold
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein
in memory of Jacqui Gold,

Gloria and Syd's niece and Erica's cousin
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein

in memory of Gloria's uncle, Peter Corobow
Susan and Mark Israel

in memory of Susan's father, Julius Lustgarten
and  her brother, Edwin Lustgarten

Susan and Mark Israel
in honor of Betty Lauer's special birthday

History Project
Barbara Brown

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Mark and Marti Stone

in honor of Rabbi Boraz and Bonnie Kimmelman
for making the Eastman services so special

Ruth Craig
in honor of Rabbi Boraz

for all he has done for her son, Caleb

The Upper Valley Jewish Community owns and maintains its own cemetery for your comfort and service in times of need. 
We encourage you to think today about your future needs.

Plot locations may be selected and information you want family members to have
may be recorded informally at a time when there is not a present need.

Inquiries about the cemetery or individual plot acquisition may be directed to Carole Clarke at 603/646-0460.
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Mohel for Brit Milah
Robert E Braitman, M.D., FAAP
Certified by the Rabbinical Assembly

UVJC Member and Eastman Resident

TEL I 508.208.1816
EMAIL I bobbraitman@gmail.com
WEB I www.mohelnewengland.com

Colorful and elegantly-arranged baskets of food
provide the festive beauty of flowers

and infuse your occasion with the spirit of tikkun olam.
Afterwards, the contents are donated to food pantries.   
Perfect for B’nai mitzvah, Kiddushes and other occasions.

The Social Action Committee is delighted to prepare the baskets.
You pay only for the contents.

For further info, contact UVJCSocAction@gmail.com

A Beautiful Alternative to Flowers

BIMAH BASKETS AND CENTERPIECES
for

B’nai Mitzvah and other special occasions
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DO YOU KNOW????
. . . where everything Jewish is going on in the Upper Valley?

. . . where you can find the entire TANACH read to you in Hebrew?

. . . where there are links to popular local destinations and local weather?

. . . where there is a database of everything Jewish for your region, including
learning links and candle-lighting times?

Visit the UVJC website OFTEN, for ALL the news!

www.uvjc.org


