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Spring High Holy Days
Message from Rabbi Edward S. Boraz
We are in the midst of a new cycle of Holy Days in the Jewish calendar: they are days where participation soon
will rival the yearly pilgrimages occurring in the fall, beginning with Rosh Hashanah and concluding with
Simchat Torah. This spring cycle begins with Passover and concludes with Shavuot. The new holy days in this
cycle are created to remember, to sanctify, and to build on the extraordinary lives of our more recent ancestors.
These new “holy days” are Yom Hashoah - Holocaust Remembrance Day, Yom Hazikaron - Day of
Remembrance of the fallen soldiers who served in the Israeli Defense Force, and Yom Haatzmaut - Israel
Independence Day. We are witnessing today just as many Jews observing these days between Passover and
Shavuot as those who observe Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
There is a paradox of resiliency in the Jewish people. When one considers that we experienced the worst
genocide in the history of western civilization, it is extraordinary that there is anyone left to continue this great
religion and peoplehood. Seeds were planted by those who perished, seeds for us to nurture: a faith and
tradition unlike any other that the world has witnessed. American Jewry owes its existence to the courage of
over 3,000,000 European and Eastern European Jews who abandoned the only life they knew in the hope that
their children and their children’s children would enjoy a better life, a life free from discrimination in all its
forms. Their journey entailed many hardships: lengthy and dangerous travel to a new country, learning a new
language, facing discrimination, and engaging in hard work and great sacrifice to pursue the dream of a better
life for their descendants.
Some others turned to Zionism, the idea that the Jewish people are more than just a religious faith, that we were,
and remain today, a people entitled by moral and legal right to have our own land and to determine our future,
free from the benevolence or hatred of others. The State of Israel was formed when European Jews began to
create, develop, and teach Modern Hebrew. It was strengthened when many leaders of the shtetls of Eastern
Europe encouraged their young ones to leave Europe and to emigrate to what was then Palestine to establish
kibbutzim and build cities such as Tel Aviv. Once there, they exerted their right to self-determination and selfdefense, free from the hatred and violence that had culminated in the Holocaust. These were the seeds our
ancestors planted so that we could have a better life.
Yom Hazikaron, the Day of Remembrance, recalls the new generations of soldiers who perished in the defense
of Israel. When I see young Israeli men and women in uniform in Israel, I feel a depth of gratitude and
appreciation, for I do believe that they are defending at least in part, my own right to live freely as a Jew outside
of Israel. I cannot escape the reality that I receive an enormous benefit from their sacrifice.
I try often to impress on our students, whether at the Upper Valley Jewish Community or at Dartmouth Hillel,
the privileged time in which we live. For 1,878 years, we never had a real place to call home. With all of its
difficulties, and there are many to be sure, Israel is a homeland for the Jewish people. For those 1,878 years, we
wandered from country to country, enduring expulsion (England, Spain) or forced resettlement (the 19 th century
Jews of Russia were forced to live in an area referred to as the Pale of Settlement). These movements gave rise
to the shtetls that spread throughout Europe. They also gave rise to a great sense of community and belonging
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because of the intimacy of the small communities and the devotion to
Torah that bound them together.
Since 1948, no longer must Jews wander from place to place. We live
freely because of Israel and the United States. Yom Haatzmaut is a day of
celebration whether in “Aretz” (the land of Israel) or in the “Galut”
(outside of Israel). In many respects, we are home and we must celebrate.
How fitting it is that this cycle of holy days concludes where it all began,
at Mt. Sinai where we received the narrative of our people. At Sinai we
were given our mission to be a light unto the nations, to be a “kingdom of
priests and a holy nation” through the teachings of Torah -- a mission yet
to be realized.
Wherever we are physically, may we be committed to these ideals, for it is
only then that we can say, “We are truly home.”
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Note from UVJC President Deb Kaplan
An old saying says that “you get out of something, what you put into it”.
This seems fitting when thinking about the UVJC Community and how our
members do and don’t participate. All our members participate in a financial
way by committing to be members. This financial commitment is a crucial
aspect of membership because it helps insure our financial health.
But membership also implies another type of commitment: committing
to help make our Community a welcoming, egalitarian congregation
providing Jewish spiritual, educational, social and cultural opportunities to
the Upper Connecticut River Valley.
What does this commitment entail? That is for you to decide. It should
depend on why you belong to the UVJC, your interests, how much time you
have. This column is to highlight some of the many opportunities available
to you as a member, and to let you know where we most need your help.
The Board of Trustees is in the process of revitalizing those committees
and various aspects of community life as articulated in our by-laws.
Committees include the following: religious affairs, education, budget and
finance. Other aspects of the UVJC’s structure that are mentioned in the
bylaws include these: social action, cemetery, membership, fundraising, and
social events.
Members often comment that the thought of committing to a committee
or broad category seems overwhelming; we often hear, “I don’t have the
time.” But, many of these commitments take far less time than you might
imagine. Parents often are interested in the education committee that
oversees and supports the UVJC School. Because the education committee
also addresses adult education and lifelong learning, it may be attractive to
others besides parents of young children. The religious affairs committee
might attract those interested in a variety of aspects of religious life, from
regular services to holiday observances.
If you find these ideas overwhelming, please consider this: agree to
help with one single event. For example, if you are a huge fan of the Film
Festival (look forward to it every year, attend most of the films) consider
helping. The Festival is a once-a-year commitment that entails a couple of
meetings and communication with the Jewish Federation of NH. Once you
have done it once, it is far easier the next time around, and suddenly it
becomes just something you do once a year. You will feel good knowing
you are making an important contribution, and your fellow congregants will
be grateful.
Another area where we always need and struggle to find help is the
High Holidays. It is most helpful to have one person oversee the events of
that time period in order to be certain that all the T’s are crossed and I’s
dotted. With the many services that go on, the structure is in place. It is
mostly a matter of checking off items on “the list” and overseeing the set-up.
The Annual Dinner, School Open House and Fundraiser offers
numerous opportunities to help, from someone to oversee the planning, or
take charge of the set-up, or the fundraising portion, or clean-up. Again, this
is a once-a-year event, but one whose success is crucial to the UVJC’s
financial health.
I hope this stimulates some thought about where you see yourself fitting
into community life. You will be receiving a checklist about volunteer
opportunities along with the Annual Meeting mailing including next year’s
membership information. In the meantime, if something appeals to you,
please let me know at deb.kaplan@comcast.net.
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Yahrzeit Memorial Plaques
Bayle and Richard Drubel in loving memory of Bayle's father,
Leon Weiner
Anne Segal in loving memory of her husband, Bernard Segal

Upper Valley Jewish Community Cemetery
The Upper Valley Jewish Community owns and maintains its own cemetery for
your comfort and service in times of need.
We encourage you to think today about your future needs.
Plot locations may be selected, and information you want family members to have
may be recorded informally at a time when there is not a present need.
Inquires about the cemetery or plot acquisition may be directed to Carole Clarke at 603-646-0460.

~~~ ~~~ ~~~

~~~ ~~~ ~~~

~~~ ~~~ ~~~

Yahrzeit Reminders
Reminders of these important dates are mailed each month to members who have provided yahrzeit
information. If you would like to receive a reminder of a loved one's yahrzeit, please contact Carole
~~~ ~~~
Clarke at 603-646-0460 or email uvjc@valley.net.

~~~ ~~~ ~~~

~~~ ~~~ ~~~

~~~ ~~~ ~~~

Yahrzeit Board
Remembrance

~The
~ ~act~ of
~ ~remembrance in Jewish tradition is a profound experience.
Remembrance brings to present consciousness the influence, love, and
nurturing that the departed brought to us, our children, and our children's
children.
The Upper Valley Jewish Community is fortunate to have received a
generous donation to purchase the yahrzeit board now installed in the
Alperin Sanctuary at the Roth Center for Jewish Life at Dartmouth College.
The board provides each member of our congregational family an
opportunity to engage in the profound mitzvah of remembrance by acquiring
a yahrzeit plaque invoking the memory of loved ones. On the anniversary of
the yahrzeit (the date of death), a light is illuminated adjacent to the
deceased’s name.
If you are interested in acquiring a yahrzeit plaque, please contact
Carole Clarke at 603-646-0460 or at uvjc@valley.net.

Hebrew School and What We Model
By Maggie Duford, Director of Education
In my last article, I hoped each of you would open it to lovely spring weather, with bulbs bursting everywhere
and an end to the endless winter of 5774. Alas, when you opened the last Connection, you did not get what I
had hoped for. But, this one is almost a guarantee.
I write to you from one of the most revered places in my life: sitting at my desk in my office at the Roth
Center for Jewish Life. By the time you read this, our school session will have closed for the year. Many
families will be making their plans for the summer; a time when we can begin to complain about the humidity,
bugs and too much heat. I look forward to this as well.
Once Hebrew school is out of session, the time that I work the hardest in the calendar year begins. During
summer, I have time to plan out the entire school year’s events beginning at Rosh Hashanah and moving
forward. The most important, and underlying value which permeates all that we do as teachers, and what
drives me as your education director, is this: modeling what it means to live as Jewish in today’s world.
At a very young age, children begin to mimic what surrounds them in life: at home, within their families and
extended families, on television, in movies, and even perhaps in video games. Children find an endless variety
of models in the households of our Upper Valley, and everywhere in their lives. Here at Hebrew school,
children find a unique model more than twice a week.
Our teachers, who are the finest and best models for our children, dedicate themselves every week to serve. In
the Upper Valley, our children don’t encounter their teachers only in front of the black (or white) board, and
our teachers know this. Students see their teachers living their non-teacher lives at the grocery store, behind
the wheel of a car, walking down Main Street, and in conversation with others.
We are the Jewish Models outside of your homes, and it is a yoke of honor; just ask anyone who works in the
school.
As I write this, we’ve just concluded our “model” Seder for Pesach on the day before Erev Pesach. Children
from Pre-K (age 4) though those in their bar/bat mitzvah year attended. Our post bar and bat mitzvah students,
the madrechim, and also those enrolled in our Hebrew High School of Jewish Studies, played significant roles
in the Seder. They also acted out the Maggid (the story of our Exodus).
I left the model Seder feeling as if it had not
been a model at all, but rather a very real
Seder. Every part of the Hagadah was
explored. Everyone in that room, including
the very youngest among us, was engaged,
was singing, and was following the model of
our precious ritual with great attentiveness.
These behaviors cannot be learned anywhere
but in a Jewish home and a Jewish School
which models those values that have kept us
alive as a people, when so many “pharaohs”
throughout the millennia, have sought to
destroy us.
L’shalom.

Donations
Yahrzeit Contribution
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein in memory of Gloria's father, Harry Skippy Gold
Jerome and Sharon Smith in memory of Sharon's mother, Edna Greenberg
Martha Graber in memory of her father, Isidore George Graber
Susan N. Cohen in memory of her parents, Bernard and Frances Nemeroff
Walter and Eleanor Angoff in memory of Walter's father, Nathan Angoff
Bob and Sharon Racusin in memory of Bob's father, Aaron Racusin
Daniel Levin in memory of his father, Benjamin Levin
Daniel Levin in memory of his grandfather, Isadore Levin
Gary and Dianne Levine in loving memory of Dianne's father, Julius Sholinsky and her grandmother, Adele
Pazornik
UVJC General Fund
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein in memory of Bill Fischel's mother, Lois Fischel and Maggie Duford's father,
Dennis Jeffers
Laura Rosenthal and Robert Schertzer in memory of Gloria Finkelstein's niece, Jacqui Gold
Lynn and Gary Schwartz in memory of Bernice Cohen
Richard and Bayle Drubel in memory of Eric Gottesman's sister, Gina Shar
Richard and Bayle Drubel in honor of Rabbi and Shari Boraz's new grandson, Owen Asher Boraz
Richard and Bayle Drubel in honor of Andrea and Richard Kremer's new grandson, Asher Liam Gilbert
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein in memory of Gloria's niece, Jacqueline Heather Gold, her uncle, Peter Corobow
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein in memory of Eric Gottesman's sister, Gina Shar and in memory of Bernice
Cohen, in honor or Rebecca Gottesman and Barbara Brown's awards, in honor of the birth of Andrea and
Richard Kremer's new grandchild and Annie and Jeff Silverstein's newest grandchild
Rob Gurwitt and Karen Harris with thanks to Rusty Sachs and the finance committee
Richard and Bayle Drubel in memory of Gloria and Syd Finkelstein's niece, Jacqui Gold
Mark and Nancie Severs in memory of Gloria and Syd Finkelstein's niece and Erica's cousin and close friend,
Jacqui Gold
Deb and Aaron Kaplan in memory of Eric Gottesman's sister, Gina Shar, Bonnie Kimmelman's father,
Bernard Kimmelman and Gloria Finkelstein's niece, Jacqui Gold
UVJC Endowment Fund
Jeremy Katz
School Programming Fund
Yoni and Stephen Neirman in celebration of the birth of grandson, Owen Asher to Rabbi and Shari Boraz and
the birth of grandson, Asher Liam Gilbert to Andrea and Richard Kremer
Soup Group Fund
Susan and Mark Israel
Aaron and Miriam Osofsky
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Les and Roberta Chosed in memory of Eric Gottesman's sister, Gina Shar
Sharon and Jerome Smith
Rob Gurwitt and Karen Harris in honor of Rabbi and Shari Boraz's new grandchild
Deb and Aaron Kaplan in honor of Rabbi and Shari Boraz's new grandson, Owen Asher
Cemetery Fund
Barry and Arline Rotman in memory of Arline's mother, Marion Schwartz

Donations Continued
Torah Restoration Fund
Sam and Mary Zucker in honor of Rabbi and Shari Boraz's new grandson, Owen Asher
Sam and Mary Zucker in honor of Rebecca Gottesman as the recipient of the Mishpachah Award and in
honor of Barbara Brown as the recipient of the Shem Tov Award
Yoni and Steven Neirman in memory of Bonnie Kimmelman's father, Bernard Kimmelman and in memory
of Eric Gottesman's sister, Gina Shar

Donation Funds
There are many opportunities for you to designate a gift to the UVJC. Please give generously throughout the
year. Please make your check payable to either “UVJC” or “Upper Valley Jewish Community,” noting the
name of the fund on the memo line.










Donations may be directed to the UVJC General Fund or specifically to one of the following funds:
Adult Education Fund: To support guest speakers and other special adult programs
Beautification Fund: To be used toward furnishings, decorations, and ornamentation to enhance the
Roth Center for Jewish Life.
Cemetery Fund: To help with landscaping and maintenance of the UVJC cemetery.
Endowment: Contributions of cash or securities, payable to the UVJC Endowment Fund. Interest will
be used to support the activities of the community.
Library Fund: For purchase of books and/or other library materials.
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: For charitable purposes as determined by the Rabbi.
Religious School Scholarship Fund: To provide scholarships for deserving religious school students.
School Programming Fund: To support special programs over and above the curriculum.
Teen Programming: To provide support for young adults in our community to participate in Jewish
programs.

June and July B'nai Mitzvah
June 7
June 28

Leora Siegel – Daughter of Alan and Rhonda Siegel
Eli Kaliski – Son of Ken and Karen Kaliski

July 5
July 12
July 12

Dina Raz – Daughter of Judity Hertog and Gil Raz
Ruthie O'Donnell – Daughter of Jan and Brent O'Donnell
Jordan O'Donnell – Son of Jan and Brent O'Donnell

UVJC Mitzvah Fair
Several attendees commented on how inspired they were by displays at the UVJC’s first Mitzvah Fair.
We thank the presenters for sharing their work and giving all of us the opportunity to be more involved
in social action.
We invited attendees to drop donations in the tzedakah box, and held a drawing whose proceeds went to
one of the many worthy organizations represented at the fair. As Nancie Severs’s letter below attests,
the funds we collected may save a life.

Dear UVJC Community,
At the UVJC Mitzvah Fair on March 9, 2014, I represented my volunteer work of the past 5 years, with
One Laptop Per Child projects in Vietnam & Cambodia. At the end of the Fair, the proceeds of the UVJC
Tzedakah Box were awarded to one of the participating organizations by random drawing. I was so
excited to win!
I sent the $115.00 drawing proceeds to CambodiaPride.org, a USA 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization
to use for the purchase of anti-venom to save lives of snakebite victims during the upcoming rainy
season.
The children in rural Rovieng District of Cambodia learn English, computer and Internet skills at the
primary and junior high school built and maintained by Cambodia Pride. Prior to 2012, children, teens
and adults in communities served by Cambodia Pride had limited knowledge of snakebite prevention
and treatment, and rare, if any, access to anti-venom treatment. Many victims died, while those who
lived often lost affected limbs.
In early 2012, Cambodia Pride initiated into the classroom a snake identification curriculum including
snakebite prevention and treatment Dos and Don’ts. After the director, Ms. Elaine Negroponte, began
providing anti-venom to a local clinic and arranged training for the clinic worker, the clinic started
saving lives. Now the word is out about this life-saving treatment, and last year’s numbers are in! The
clinic worker says, “Who knew there were so many snakes!” In 2013, 20 snakebite victims were
treated successfully; in 2014, I have heard already of 2 lives saved.
Anti-venom is expensive; each dose costs between US$45 and $65 and comes from the Thai Red Cross
Snake Farm in Bangkok. Sometimes, it takes 3 doses to stabilize a patient for transport to a hospital
where treatment is completed. Cambodia Pride provides the anti-venom to any victim without
discrimination and free of charge.
The Talmud says “whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved the entire world.” Our UVJC
Tzedakah box money sent to Cambodia Pride, will be used to purchase anti-venom which definitely will
“save a life.”
For more information about this program, contact nanciesevers@gmail.com.
Thank you all for your generosity!

Martha Graber and Karen Manning

Susan Israel, Deb Kaplan, Rich Abel, Karen Harris, Rob Gurwitt,
Dori Galton

Steve Neirman, Rosina Carpentier, Rich Abel

Eric and Rebecca Gottesman

Devora and Bob Gronauer

John Galton and Rusty Sachs

SUMMER "HEROES" SEMINAR
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 AT 2PM
ROTH CENTER LIBRARY
UVJC Treasurer Rusty Sachs will be the featured guest for
this session. Following his service as an officer in Vietnam,
Mr. Sachs was intimately involved with the formation of
Vietnam Veterans Against the War, which he will address as
part of a discussion of civil disobedience and youth unrest.
In 1970, VVAW demonstrated in Washington, where the
group’s actions culminated with leader John Kerry’s testimony before Congress. Sachs was an active participant, and the
subject of several documentary films, including Winter
Soldiers, Ugly Angels, Jeunesse en Colère, and Going Upriver. A
graduate of Harvard and Vermont Law School, and a former
Marine Corps Captain, Rusty flew 725 combat missions
during 1966 and 1967. His perspective on actions as a witness for peace with a distinguished military record will provide a provocative opportunity to ponder moral responsibility
and personal obligations in the face of perceived injustice.
He adamantly refuses to be called a hero.

Kosher Chicken Soup
The UVJC Soup Group prepares chicken matzo ball soup like you remember eating at Grandma’s house. If
you have a friend, neighbor, relative or anyone from the Jewish community (UVJC membership not required)
who is under the weather and may benefit from our richly-brewed soup, please feel free to take some from the
UVJC freezer; just let Carole Clarke know.
If you’d like to volunteer for the Soup Group you may contact any of the following persons:
Carole Clarke at the UVJC: 603-646-0460, UVJC@valley.net
Lisa Silbert: 603-738-1731, lmf99@aol.com
Shari Boraz: 603-643-9334, Shari.E.Boraz@dartmouth.edu

Kiddush Schedule
June - July 2014/5774
June
June
June
June

7
14
21
28

Rhonda and Alan Siegel in celebration of their daughter Leora as she becomes a bat mitzvah
Kathy and Jeff Parsonnet
Sheila and Hy Klempler
Bar mitzvah: Eli Kaliski

July
July
July
July

5
12
19
26

Bat mitzvah: Dina Hertog-Raz
B’nai Mitzvah: Ruth O’Donnell and Jordan O’Donnell
Yoni and Stephen Neirman
Carlyn Herz

Volunteer to Sponsor a Shabbat morning Kiddush
Responsibility to prepare our weekly Shabbat kiddush is rotated among UVJC volunteers who attend
services. Preparing kiddush for the congregation is a great way to celebrate a birthday, graduation, wedding
anniversary, or to commemorate a loved one’s yahrzeit. It’s also an opportunity to get together with old
friends and make new ones.
For those unfamiliar with the tradition of Shabbat morning kiddush, it is the time following the service
when we gather over wine, grape juice, challah and other goodies. But most of all, we come together to enjoy
Shabbat with good fellowship.
Wine, grape juice, paper goods and cups are supplied by the UVJC. The weekly kiddush volunteer
supplies the challah. One may add to the fare if one wishes. For example, herring, gefilte fish, cheese,
cookies, coffee cake, sweet rolls, pretzels, or fruit make nice additions to the kiddush table.
If you have questions, or would like to sponsor a kiddush, please contact Yoni Neirman who may be
reached evenings at 802-649-3234, or by email atYoni.Stevens.Neirman@hitchcock.org.
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LITERATURE LOVERS

We are an enthusiastic reading group who love to
discuss books proposed by group members. We
welcome new participants.
Come join us!
~ ~ ~ Here are the books selected for discussion ~ ~ ~

Sunday, June 29
THE GIFT OF ASHER LEV by Chaim Potok (a novel)

Twenty years have passed for Asher Lev. He is a worldrenowned artist living in France, still uncertain of his
artistic direction. When his uncle dies suddenly, Asher
and his family rush back to Brooklyn and the Hasidic
community in which Asher was raised. This semi-sequel
to My Name is Asher Lev explores the dilemma of trying
to reconcile modernism with tradition.

Literature Lovers usually meets at 7:00 PM the last
Sunday of the month, unless otherwise noted. For
location or more information, please contact Susan
Cohen at (603) 643-3611, or sncohen037@gmail.com

UVJC FACEBOOK PAGE

Keep up with what is happening at the UVJC today,
next week and into the future on Facebook.
Please request to join the UVJC page today at
http://www.facebook.com/groups/359003357910/

