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Rabbi’s Message: IDENTITY

When I was growing up, I never thought much about my “identity.” I had a sense of
who I was, a sense which changed dramatically at the age of eight. Prior to that, I
grew up in Dellwood, a “city” north of St. Louis. I knew I was Jewish, but it meant
very little. All I knew was that we had a very nice Presbyterian Church up the street,
and that no one else in my neighborhood seemed to be Jewish, nor did I much care.
I never really thought about it.
Then in a sudden, most dramatic fashion, we moved to an all-Jewish community
called University City just west of St. Louis and, as if by some Divine Decree almost
Jobian in retrospect, I was attending Hebrew School four days a week, services on Shabbat, and then on
top of that, school. Throughout that period, I never thought much about what it meant to be Jewish. I
just was “Jewish.” If I had said to either of my parents, “Mom/Dad, I’m confused about who I am – what
is my identity – or what does being Jewish mean,” they most likely would have said, “Why are you wasting
time – go and finish your homework!”
Have things changed in a good way! This past Sunday at assembly, minus the pre-k through third grade,
our students engaged in a discussion on the subject of identity in the context of Judaism and Jewish peoplehood. It was the eve of Yom Hazikaron (The Day of Remembrance of those young men and women
who gave their lives for the State of Israel) and Yom Haatzmaut (Israel Independence Day). We talked a
lot, some of it over their heads to be sure, about what it meant to be part of a Jewish people who are
spread all over the world.
What did being Jewish mean to them as part of their identity? What impact did it have on how they
saw themselves and how others might see them? Was it all confusing that Judaism is a religion and that
being Jewish is also part of being a people? Hard questions for all of us, let alone for young students. If
we accept the insight of Theodore Herzl (“The Jewish people are indeed a people – distinct and separate
as are Germans, French, English, Russian, and so forth.”), can we accept at the same time, that this peoplehood is grounded in Torah, even if we do not believe a single word of its assertions about God that
we are chosen to do mitzvot, and so forth. Jewish peoplehood and Judaism are linked together. One can
be part of the Jewish people and not be an adherent to Judaism, strange as this may sound.
Every student who participated in the assembly this past Sunday understood what the word “identity”
meant and how people wrestle with its meaning in reflecting on who they are. To say that this is confusing
is an understatement, even for me. Yet it is a question worthy of our deepest reflection.
Our identity – who we are both singularly and collectively – is entwined with Torah (Judaism), with
the history in which we have continuously asserted our uniqueness as a people regardless of where we
live (even here in Hanover, New Hampshire), and now, with a homeland, a State of Israel for the first
time in 1,878 years.
I encourage you to talk with one another about identity. There are no definitive answers to this question
whose answer seemed so clear just over fifty years ago – and perhaps even then my perception was that
of a child. My discussion with our students was enlightening and gave new meaning to the importance
of faith, peoplehood, and our history in which we seek to enrich our lives and to better the world for all.
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President’s
Message
by Rusty Sachs

Dear UVJC Members,
Spring is finally arriving. The ground is drying out, winter coats are
again in mothballs, and girls are jumping rope, but I’ve not seen anyone
playing marbles for years now. Bar mitzvah season has begun. Daffodils
burst forth with their pale yellows. But with all the reaffirmation of life, we
at the Upper Valley Jewish Community are feeling a certain sadness as we
turn one particular page.
For more than a dozen years, Carole Clarke
has served as our administrative chief, tending to
the details without which chaos would reign. It is
Carole who greets newcomers to the Roth Center;
it is her face that forms the first impression for
countless visitors seeking a Jewish home in the
area. Be they residents moving from far away,
Dartmouth parents seeking assurance that their
freshman children will not have to reside in a rustic hut, or members hoping for an unscheduled
chat with the rabbi, Carole greets them all with a
helpful hand and friendly voice.
Her work is so taciturn and seamless that many members are likely unaware of all Carole does. She keeps track of dues, tuition payments,
yahrzeits, and donations. She arranges attendance schedules and “who’sgoing-to-be-there” lists for every gathering and event we present. She prepares the weekly electronic “Update” to the Connection and reminds folks
of their deadlines.
Carole announced earlier this year that she plans to retire this summer,
leaving behind an enormous pair of shoes to fill. Next time you’re in the
building, please stick your head into her office and let her know how much
we all appreciate her and will miss her when she’s no longer at the Roth
Center!

June/July 2017 – 5777 B’nai Mitzvah

June 3, 2017
Abigail Pauls ~ Daughter of Laura Fineberg and Scott Pauls
June 10, 2017
Jared Licht ~ Son of Jeff Licht and Jodi Wood

NEW MEMBERS

Please welcome UVJC’s newest members:
TALIA AND JEREMY MANNING
HERB AND MARION KUMMEL
RENEE SNOW
~2~

From the UVJC Director of Education
Madeline Cooper

Dear Upper Valley Jewish Community,
This is a bittersweet letter for me to
write. As many of you know, I am leaving
the UVJC at the end of this school year to
begin Rabbinical School in Israel at Hebrew Union College.
It has been my great privilege to serve
as the Director of Education at the UVJC
this past year and to be part of the UVJC
Hebrew School community for the past
five years.
I hope that you will join me in welcoming
back Melissa Herman as the Director of Education when she returns this summer
from her year abroad. Melissa and I are
working together to ensure a smooth
transition, and I know she and her family
are looking forward to returning to the
community.
I would like to thank everyone who has
made this year such a success at the UVJC Hebrew School. Thank you to Rabbi Boraz for his guidance and to the
UVJC Board and Education Committee for their leadership. Thank
you to our teachers for their commitment and dedication to our
school and to our madrachim, for bringing their passion and energy
into our classrooms. Thank you to our Hebrew School volunteers
and to Claudia Palmer and Carole Clarke for all their support. And
thank you to the Hebrew School parents and families who put in
the time and effort to support their children’s Jewish education, and
who – quite literally – make our school possible.
Yet, most of all, I would like to thank all of the incredible students whom I have had the opportunity to teach and learn from in
the past five years. Pirkei Avot teaches, “Who is the wise one? He
who learns from all men, as it says, ‘I have acquired understanding
from all my teachers’ (Psalms 119:99).” Our tradition recognizes
that wisdom comes from many places, and I have gained much wisdom from the questions and insights of our students. It has been
such a joy to watch them learn and grow over the past five years,
and while I can only hope to have had an impact on them, I know
that I will bring with me all that they have taught me as I move on
to the next step in my journey.
As they say in Israel, l’hitraot – not goodbye, but see you later.
L’shalom,
Maddie Cooper
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KIDDUSH SCHEDULE
JUNE 3
Laura Fineberg and Scott Pauls
in celebration of
their daughter Abigail
as she becomes a Bat Mitzvah

JUNE-JULY, 2017/5776

JULY 1
Bonnie Kimmelman

JULY 8
Bob and Sharon Racusin

JUNE 10
Jodi Wood and Jeff Licht
in celebration of
their son Jared
as he becomes a Bar Mitzvah

JULY 15
Diane Roston

JULY 22
Stephen and Yoni Neirman

JUNE 17
Kathy and Jeff Parsonnet

JULY 29
Deb Kaplan

JUNE 24
Jeff Lubell

Volunteer to Sponsor a Shabbat Morning Kiddush

Responsibility to prepare our weekly Shabbat kiddush
is rotated among UVJC volunteers who attend services.
Preparing kiddush for the congregation is a great way
to celebrate a birthday, graduation, wedding anniversary, or to commemorate a loved one’s yahrzeit. It’s also
an opportunity to get together with old friends and
make new ones.
For those unfamiliar with the tradition of Shabbat
morning kiddush, it is the time following the service
when we gather over wine, grape juice, challah and
other goodies. But most of all, we come together to

enjoy Shabbat with good fellowship.
Wine, grape juice, paper goods and cups are supplied
by the UVJC. The weekly kiddush volunteer supplies the
challah.
One may add to the fare if one wishes. For example,
herring, gefilte fish, cheese, cookies, coffee cake, sweet
rolls, pretzels, or fruit make nice additions to the kiddush table.
If you have questions, want to sponsor a kiddush,
please contact Yoni Neirman evenings at 802-649-3234,
or by email at yoniltsneirman@gmail.com.

Bimah Baskets
& Centerpieces
for B’nai Mitzvah
& other special occasions

Colorful and elegantly-arranged baskets of food
provide the festive beauty of flowers
and infuse your occasion with the spirit of tikkun olam.
Afterwards, the contents are donated to food pantries.
Perfect for B’nai mitzvah, Kiddushes and other occasions.
The Social Action Committee is delighted to
prepare the baskets. You pay only for the contents.
For further info, contact UVJCSocAction@gmail.com
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A
Beautiful Alternative
to Flowers

New Women’s Social Group: Haverot Lederech
“Friends on the Path”

Alice Berliner and Yoni Neirman paint kiddush cups at Tip Top Pottery.

On April 26, the Upper Valley
Jewish Community sponsored
the second meeting of its new
women's social group, Haverot
Lederech, or, “Friends on the
Path.”
Close to thirty women who
are Jewish or are raising Jewish
children came together at Tip
Top Pottery in White River Junction, VT, to drink wine and paint
pottery. Kiddush cups, mezuzot
and candlesticks proved popular
items to paint, although an artist
in the group, Natasha Troyka,
free-hand painted the skyline of
Jerusalem on the pottery. Julia
McNeil, a physician at DHMC

Nenica Nelan and friends.

Diana Volk

Julie McNeil, Susan Yutiskaya and Amanda Silver.

who is planning an interfaith wedding this summer, painted a kiddush cup to be used in the ceremony. Blue and white glazes were
popular among the group.
The social group aims to bring Jewish women and women raising
Jewish children together in a low-key environment to find areas of
shared interest and build community in the Upper Valley. The Friends
on the Path will meet again in August to nosh and then view Jupiter
and Saturn at Dartmouth College’s Shattuck Observatory with the
assistance of astronomer Jenica Nelan.
Any woman who is Jewish or part of a Jewish family is welcome!
To be added to the mailing list and notified of future events, please
contact Hilary Ryder at hfryder@gmail.com or 603-252-6719.
~5~

LUNCH PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN
IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The UVJC will be providing lunches for about 30
children who live in affordable housing in WRJ during
the week of July 24–28. During the school year these
children receive federally funded lunches. For the past
several years, area churches have provided lunches
throughout the summer, with each participating congregation assuming responsibility for one week. We are
delighted that the UVJC will be participating for the
third time this summer. We invite your participation this
summer in either of the following ways:
If you would like to donate towards the cost of the
lunches, please send a check made out to the UVJC to

the UVJC office with “lunch program” in the memo line.
(If we receive more funds than needed, the excess will
be donated to a food pantry.)
To volunteer to help with the shopping or preparation of the lunches, please:
e-mail UVJCSocAction@gmail.com or call Carolyn
Gordon at 643-5895.
We anticipate that we will prepare the lunches for
the full week on the morning of July 24. Those of us
that volunteered in the past found it to be a very enjoyable experience.
Carolyn Gordon, Social Action Committee

Useful Tools for Aging with Dignity

Later this year, the UVJC will
offer workshops on “Useful Tools
for Aging with Dignity”.
The workshop curriculum was
developed by the United Valley Interfaith Project's aging with dignity
team – “a program developed BY
seniors FOR seniors”. The program
provides tools for seniors to organ-

ize their affairs, plan for medical issues, and stay connected to their
communities.
The curriculum involves five
sessions of 90 minutes each, conducted in groups of 8 to 16 seniors,
caregivers, and other family members. The workshops have been
very well-received by the seniors in
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pilot tests to date. Please watch the
Update for scheduling announcements.
If you would like to get on a list
to be contacted when the workshops are scheduled, please either
e-mail UVJCSocAction@gmail.com
or call Carolyn Gordon at 6435895.

Thank you to our Annual Dinner Sponsors

MENSCHES
Debbe and Carey Callaghan
Samantha Davidson and Jordan Green
Paul and Sue Etkind
Carolyn Gordon
Lori Hirshfield and Kris Garnjost
Gary and Dianne Levine
Judy and Ton Oxman
Sharon and Bob Racusin
Scott Rebhun and Karen Cheyney
Dan and Ellen Rockmore
Laura Rosenthal and Robert Schertzer
Rusty Sachs
John and Jill Schiffman
Mark and Nancie Severs

MAVENS
Susan and Mark Israel
Deb and Aaron Kaplan
Allison Moskow

SUPER MENSCHES
Susan and Robert Greene
Lynn and Gary Schwartz
Lori and Corey Siegel
??? Jacobs
greets everyone with
a smile at the
UVJC Annual Dinner

There are many opportunities for donors
to designate a gift to the
Upper Valley Jewish Community.

Please give generously throughout the year.
Please make your check payable to either “UVJC” or “Upper Valley Jewish Community,”
noting the name of the fund on the memo line.
Donations may be directed to the UVJC General Fund or specifically to one of the following funds:

Adult Education Fund:
To support guest speakers and other
special adult programs

Endowment:
Contributions of cash or securities, payable to
the UVJC Endowment Fund. Interest will be
used to support the activities of the community.

Cemetery Fund:
To help with landscaping and maintenance
of the UVJC cemetery.

School Programming Fund:
To support special programs
over and above the curriculum.

Beautification Fund:
To be used toward furnishings, decorations,
and ornamentation to enhance the
Roth Center for Jewish Life.
Library Fund:
For purchase of books or
other library materials.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:
For charitable purposes
as determined by the Rabbi.

Teen Programming:
To provide support for young adults in our
community to participate in Jewish programs.
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Literature Lovers

We are members of an enthusiastic reading group who love to discuss books proposed by group
members. We welcome new participants. Come join us! Literature Lovers usually meets at 7:00
PM the last Sunday of the month, unless otherwise noted.
For location or information, please contact
Susan Cohen at 603-643-3611, or email at sncohen037@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, JUNE 25

Little Failure
by Gary Shteyngart

The book is a humorous memoir of what it was like to be
uprooted as a child from the monochromatic world of the
USSR and to be plunked down in 1979 in the perplexing
and gloriously Technicolor world of the U. S. of A.
(NY Times).

Remembrance

Ruth Margolis in loving memory of her husband, Jacob Margolis.

The act of remembrance is a profound experience in Jewish tradition. Remembrance brings to present consciousness the influence, love, and nurturing
the departed brought to us, our children, and our children's children.
A yahrzeit board provides a spiritual means of paying respect and offering
tribute to the memories of our departed loved ones.
The yahrzeit board in the Alperin Sanctuary at the Roth Center for Jewish
Life at Dartmouth College provides each member of our congregational family
the opportunity to engage in the profound mitzvah of remembrance by acquiring a yahrzeit plaque.
On the anniversary of the yahrzeit (the date of death), a light is illuminated
adjacent to the deceased’s name.
If you are interested in acquiring a yahrzeit plaque, please contact the UVJC
Office at 603-646-0460 or at uvjc@valley.net.
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Keep up with
what is
happening at the
Upper Valley
Jewish Community
today, next week
and into the future
on
Facebook.

Please request to join
the UVJC page today at

facebook.com/groups/
359003357910/

Yahrzeit Contributions

Michael Humphrey in memory of his aunt, Elizabeth Arnold
Robert Greene and Susan Presberg-Greene
in memory of Susan’s parents, Jack and Sonya Presberg
Dan Levin in memory of his grandfather, Isadore Levin
Michael Humphrey in memory of
his grandmother, Sara Arnold
Michael Humphrey in memory of his uncle, Edwin Arnold
Gary and Dianne Levine in memory of
Gary’s mother, Ruth Levine
Jerome and Sharon Smith in memory of
Sharon’s mother, Edna Greenberg
Daniel Levin in memory of his father, Benjamin Levin
Thomas Cochran in memory of
his grandfather, Isaac Rothstein
Bob and Sharon Racusin in memory of
Bob’s father, Aaron Racusin
Peter Aptakin in memory of his first wife, Jean Aptakin
Gary and Lynn Schwartz in honor of
the Yahrzeit of Irving Schwartz

UVJC Endowment Fund
Jeremy Katz

Torah Restoration Fund

Gary and Dianne Levine in memory of
Dianne’s father, Julius Sholinsky

Adult Education Fund

Susan and Mark Israel in memory of
Susan’s brother, Edwin Lustgarten

UVJC General Fund

Thomas Cochran in memory of
his friend and favorite teacher, Richard Regosin
Daniel Bilar for the kindness shown to him by Mr. Sachs
in the name of the UVJC
Charles Hacker in honor of his daughter, Esther
becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Ginny and Ellis Rolett in remembrance of
Ellis’ father, Daniel Meyer Rolett
Gloria and Syd Finkelstein in memory of
Nina Sand-Loud’s father, Otto Sand

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Paul and Sue Etkind in honor of Rabbi Boraz
and with thanks for Rabbi Boraz driving to Eastman
in a snow squall and providing
such a meaningful monthly service.
Sam Zucker in memory of his father, Julius Zucker
Fay Bronstein in memory of her husband, Gene Bronstein
and a thank-you to Rabbi Boraz for providing
such a beautiful service
Talia and Jeremy Manning in honor of
the bris for their son, Aiden
Barry Rotman in memory of his father, Murray Rotman

School Programming Fund

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire Annual Campaign
in support of UVJC’s Hebrew School
Pam and Scott Hausler in memory of
Nina Sand-Loud’s father, Otto Sand

Cemetery Fund

Barbara Brown and family in memory of Channing T. Brown
Arline Rotman in memory of her mother, Marion Schwartz

Upper Valley
Jewish Community
Dedicated September 11, 1994
6 Tishrei 5755

The Upper Valley Jewish Community owns and maintains its own cemetery for your comfort and service in times of
need. We encourage you to think today about your future needs. Plot locations may be selected and information you
want family members to have may be recorded informally at a time when there is not a present need. Inquiries about
the cemetery or individual plot acquisition may be directed to the UVJC Office Administrator at 603/646-0460.

~ 11 ~

Upper Valley
Jewish Community

Roth Center for Jewish Life
5 Occom Ridge
Hanover, NH 03755

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
WHT RIV JCT, VT
PERMIT NO. 45

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
June-July 2017
Issue No. 64

DO YOU KNOW
. . . where everything Jewish is going on in the Upper Valley? . . . where you can
find the entire TANACH read to you in Hebrew? . . . where there are links to popular local destinations and local weather? . . . where there is a database of everything Jewish for your region, including learning links and candle-lighting times?
Visit the UVJC website OFTEN, for ALL the news: www.uvjc.org
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