
קשר
Can You Hear the Call?

It’s the New Year! The sounds of summer’s chirping birds and crickets have 
quieted down to make way for the busy buzzing of school and work sched-
ules returning to “normal.” From out of the depths of a long year, the shofar 
calls out like a foghorn beckoning us to return back home. Return, back 
to in-person services [of course, it’s also ok if you choose to be at home on 
Zoom with your coffee and slippers]! Return, back to see and schmooze 
with family and friends you haven’t seen in a long time. Return, back to 
your life’s priorities. Return, back to more good habits. Return, back to the 
Divine, the Universe, or whatever name you use for G-d.

The primal sounds of the shofar are replete with symbolism, especially as we 
gear up to bring in this New Year with a blast. “T’kiahhhhhh!” One loud call. 
It’s been a heck of a year. Wake up. Face forward and see the opportunities be-
fore us. “Shevarim!” Three short wailing or sobbing sounds from deep within 
our collective soul. Sadness. Loneliness. War. And so much more. “T’ruah!” 
Nine quick blasts of optimism and enthusiasm for our future. Life, despite it all, 
is a gift. “T’kiah g’dolahhhh!” This year, this moment, is our next big chance.

No doubt, crunching on fresh New England apples dipped in honey awakens 
our taste buds. But, it’s the shofar that calls our soul to attention. As the key 
mitzvah or responsibility on Rosh Hashanah, we are to hear one hundred 
blasts on each day of the holiday. The Torah teaches, “In the seventh month, 
on the first day of the month, you shall observe a sacred occasion: you shall 
not work at your occupations. You shall observe it as a yom t’ruah, a day 
when the horn is sounded.” (Numbers 29:1) We learn from the Talmud that 
in order to fulfill our obligation of hearing the shofar we must clearly hear all 
of its sound and focus our hearts on hearing them. The Jewish people take the 
sound of this New Year’s horn seriously. Its blasts represent an ancient and 
deep longing that echoes across time to be heard and felt today. The primal 
calls of the shofar invite us to look within, improve our lives, drop bad habits, 
pick up good ones, strengthen our relationships, and fortify our spiritual core. 
For the aseret yemei teshuva, the ten days of repentance between Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur, a window is opened wide for each and every one of us.  

Amidst many fascinating and curious discussions around the shofar, the ancient
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D’VAR HA’RAV: A WORD FROM RABBI MARKדבר הרב

THE JEWISH CONNECTION
SEPTEMBER 2022 ◦ ISSUE 88

בתוך

GATHER TOGETHERביחד

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

TALK OF THE SEASON:
Dayenu Circle—a new UVJC 
environmental initiative (pg 4)

COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT:  
Caring & Chesed (pg 6)

9/26/2022: Rosh Hashanah 1 
9/27/2022: Rosh Hashanah 2 
10/4/2022: Kol Nidre 
10/5/2022: Yom Kippur

As we continue to prioritize 
everyone’s health, we are 
planning a mix of in-person 
and virtual gatherings for the 
High Holidays. 

Please check our website for 
calendar/venue updates and 
events: www.uvjc.org
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מהנשיא
I find myself thinking frequently about the Messiah. Why this topic, and 
why now? I’m not sure, but I might have a few guesses. Uppermost of these 
involves the myriad of crises and disputes in the world, some of which reach 
existential levels. Wouldn’t it be great to have someone whose appearance 
denotes the end of all problems and that a period of peace and love for one 
another is at hand? It does bother me that I am reverting to thought patterns 
of my elementary school years, the time when I thought how cool it would 
be to have DC- or Marvel-like superpowers that would enable me to solve all 
problems and disputes with my special abilities. Alas, I have since realized I do 
not come from another planet, was not bitten by an irradiated spider, am not 
a genetic mutant, or another terrestrial lifeform from a different civilization.

Then I thought that, at the least to try to understand these musings, I could 
research our beliefs in the Messiah. 

Who is the Messiah? S/he will be a descendant of King David, wiser than 
Solomon and a prophet of the level of Moses. If or when at some moment 
in history the Jewish people are worthy of redemption, this person would 
assume the role of The Redeemer. From writings by Maimonides, we can 
identify the Messiah as one who studies the Torah, is meticulous about ob-
serving the commandments, influences Jews to follow the ways of the Torah, 
and wages the battles of G-d. If a person with these attributes is responsible 
for rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem and facilitates the in-gathering of the 
Jews back to Israel, we will know s/he is the Messiah.

So now I wonder what will happen when someone claiming to be the Messi-
ah, or someone that people claim is the Messiah, arrives on the global stage. 
Good luck to him or her. It reminds me of the delightful movie “Oh, G-d!” 
starring John Denver and the immortal Nathan Birnbaum (aka, George 
Burns). John Denver plays Jerry Landers, a supermarket manager in a mid-
sized community. He was selected by G-d (George Burns) to tell the world 
that G-d lives, and he loves humanity. This was not exactly a wild, crazy, or 
inflammatory message. Jerry is derided, accused of being crazy, and brought 
to court by representatives of religious interests to be institutionalized for 
attempting to speak on behalf of G-d. The culmination of the movie, in 
which G-d takes the witness chair (or does he?), is worth whatever the rental 
or streaming fee might be. Is the disbelief portrayed in the movie what the 
Messiah would have to overcome?

It is not clear to me what will make the Jewish people worthy of redemption. 
However, this is a major “Aha!” moment for me. It isn’t the Messiah who res-
cues humanity; it is each of us acting with love and piety that make it possible 
for the Messiah to arrive and usher in an eternity of peace and love. As we ap-
proach the New Year and we think about how we have acted towards others 
and consider how we can improve ourselves for next year, let’s remember that 
each of us creates the good that we want to see in this life and beyond.

COMMUNITY MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
VOLUNTEER  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
JULY 2022 - JUNE 2023

PRESIDENT 
Paul Etkind 
president@uvjc.org 
(c) 617-792-6467

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Roberta Berner 
bernerabel@aol.com 
(h) 603-790-8365

Deborah Hoffer 
deborahhoffer@gmail.com 
(h) 802-643-4795

TREASURER 
Robert Greene 
treasurer@uvjc.org 
(c) 952-412-6591

SECRETARY 
Kathy Parsonnet 
kcparsonnet@gmail.com 
(h) 802-649-8449

ADDITIONAL TRUSTEES

Alice Berliner 
alb172cs@gmail.com 
(h) 802-649-7286

Monte Blaustein 
montewb57@gmail.com 
(h) 603-417-1121

Laura Harris-Hirsch 
lauralebanon@gmail.com 
(h) 603-448-1507

Fred Lerner 
fred@fredlerner.org 
(h) 802-295-6548

Peter Orner 
peter.m.orner@dartmouth.edu 
(h) 802-649-6132

Diane Roston 
dinadmr@gmail.com 
(h) 603-643-8098

Lori Siegel 
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Board of Trustee officers are 
elected during the Annual Meet-
ing, typically held each year in 
June. If you are interested in 
serving on the Board, please 
contact president@uvjc.org.

Paul
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בית ספר
Greetings from the Hebrew School Hallway,

Great things are afoot in the Roth Center! Although I have held the Educa-
tion Director job since 2016, I have not felt confident that I knew enough 
to choose what to keep and what was no longer of use to the school. I’m 
pleased to say I’ve gotten over that and had a good cleanout session with 
Rabbi Mark, Rabbi Seth, and Chris. We found curious things from the 
1990s (textbooks), distant memories and photos from the aughts (Morah 
Sheila leading assembly!), and more fond memories from the 2010s. We also 
found renewed space and refreshed our spirits with the joy of decluttering. 
So, we are excited to welcome everyone into the spacious rooms for learn-
ing, playing, making new decorations, and enjoying being Jews together.

New this year: 

• We will return to fully in-person, the full 3.5 hours per week, with all grades 
together at school. We will sometimes have all-school assembly and some-
times separate assemblies for the upper and lower schools focused on their 
learning needs. Rabbi Mark and I will take turns leading these assemblies.

• We have a new machzor for the family services that is the result of a lot 
of work typsetting Hebrew…just kidding. (But the online publishing 
environment is not easy on right-to-left punctuation even when Hebrew 
font is available.)

• We are using a Google calendar for Hebrew school. It is “private,” for gener-
al security reasons, but if you are a member of the congregation and would 
like to be subscribed, please email school@uvjc.org to be added to the list.

• This is the largest b’mitzvah class Rabbi Mark and I have had, with the aus-
picious number of chai (18) students. Even larger was in 2012 (20 students), 
but the biggest class in recorded UVJC history was in 2007 (27 students). 

• I have been attending the Mandel Teacher Educator Institute where I 
meet other Jewish Educators from around the world to exchange ideas 
and learn new professional development skills. I am excited to bring these 
ideas to Kol Ha’Emek and continue building our faculty’s confidence. 

• We have several new teachers and madrichim this year: Samantha Green, 
Heidi Kauffman, Will Katz, and Grace Stewart. We are also delighted 
to welcome returning faculty Hayley Delugach, Shayna Rockmore, 
Ben Katz ’26, Sadie Weil ’25, Grace Dean ’24, Sam Bagatell, Kinneret 
Melamut, Lucy Hirschman, Twyla Weinstein, and Oliver Yukica.

We are looking for substitute teachers and a weekly snack preparer. If you 
would like to take this on, that would be amazing. Substitutes are provid-
ed with a full lesson plan and snack preparer requires setting out juice and 
challah on Sundays between 10:30-11 am, then tidying up a bit afterward.

I wish everyone a l’shana tova v’briah, a sweet and healthy new year.

HEBREW SCHOOL AND YOUTH HAPPENINGS

Melissa

DID YOU KNOW?  You can enroll 
your child(ren) in PJ Library to 
receive free books each month, 
free music, and more! Learn how 
by visiting: https://pjlibrary.org/

UPPER VALLEY TOTS: 
HEAL THE WORLD 
(TIKKUN OLAM)

Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Covenant Foundation 
and Jewish Communities of VT, 
we are planning an exciting 
year-long series of events for 
families with young children 
who are interested in enjoying 
Jewish life in the Upper Valley.

Please save these upcoming 
dates, stay tuned for more 
event announcements, and 
spread the word!

LIVE MUSIC & READINGS 
Saturday, December 3, 2022
10:30 - 11:45 AM
Kilton Public Library 
Community Room
West Lebanon, NH

Enjoy live music with a Jewish 
children's musician and listen 
to a marathon of Jewish 
books read by some of our 
favorite grandparents!  We'll 
also have crafts and activities. 
Value:  L'Dor V'Dor

FARMER WREN &  
THE TOPSY TURVY BUS 
Saturday, February 4, 2023
10:30 - 11:45 AM
Kilton Public Library 
Community Room
West Lebanon, NH

Celebrate Tu B'Shvat with an 
author reading, smoothie 
making, upcycled crafting, 
and seed planting. 
Value:  Shomer Adamah
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TALK OF THE SEASON:  DAYENU CIRCLE / ENVIRONMENTAL TESHUVAשיחת העונה

[D'VAR HA'RAV continued from pg 1] 

rabbis ask a myriad of questions. For example, what’s a kosher shofar? What if there is a crack in it? Which ani-
mals’ horns are permitted? Can it be covered with a mouthpiece? If it’s sounded in a pit, a cistern, or into a barrel 
does that “count?” The discussion goes on and on, and on, but one detail that resonates with me is about the shape 
of the shofar. What’s to discuss? It’s a horn after all, right? Yes, but should its shape be bent, curved, or straight? In 
ancient days when the Temple stood, the shofar for Rosh Hashana and the one used for Yom Kippur were different. 
One was bent and curved, and one was straight. Which was used for which holiday? A disagreement ensues. Long 
story short, the curved one symbolizes the bending of our heart/mind in humbleness. The straight one symbolizes 
the elevating of our heart/mind with simplicity, goodness, and kindness. (Talmud Rosh Hashanah 26b)

This year, after being isolated from each other for the holidays for what seems like forever, we can relate to this 
discussion about the shape of the shofar. Our hearts and minds have surely been bent out of shape. We’ve been 
twisted every which way, and we’ve been humbled. We’re ready to elevate our souls and spirits. We’re eager to 
practice goodness and kindness, and to stand straight and tall next to each other. In whatever shape we’re in, 
let’s be ready to take this New Year’s call to be together as one.

L’shana tova u'metuka, a good, healthy and sweet New Year, Rabbi Mark

"The world is before you, and you need not take it or leave 
it as it was when you came in."  —James Baldwin

As we enter a new year, examining where we have been 
and where we are going, we recognize the value and 
opportunity of change. Who we are right now may or 
may not be who we choose to be in the future. Our 
current goals may be reassessed and adjusted to fit new 
information or objectives. The state of the world today will 
be different a day, a month, and a year from now. 

Importantly, we have a responsibility to accept that we 
have agency in the direction that many of these changes can 
take within ourselves, in our relationships, and in the world 
around us. The organization Hazon describes this season's 
practice of teshuva as a powerful reminder to "return"  —to 
look inward and reflect "on the transgressions we make as 
human beings while acknowledging that what was done in 
the past does not have to be repeated in our future." We can 
face our negative actions and forge a new path forward.

As a congregation, we hope to extend this practice over the 
coming year to perform what Hazon calls environmental 
teshuva: the outward manifestation of a commitment to 
doing better for the planet. This work has already begun, 
and we hope you will join us in whatever ways would be 
most realistic and meaningful for you!

With support from UVJC's Social Action Committee, 
we are in the process of forming a UVJC Dayenu Circle. 
Through our Dayenu Circle, we will join a movement of 
American Jews confronting the climate crisis with spiritual 
audacity and bold actions. Our impacts will be measured 
on personal, local, regional, and national scales.

Exciting plans underway for the year ahead include: 

• Establishing interest, discussion, and/or reading 
group(s) to learn together about climate issues

• A workshop series, including live, interactive climate 
modeling and a program entitled "Confronting the 
Climate Crisis and Cultivating Spiritual Courage"

• Developing a collection of climate-related resources

• Encouraging and supporting environmental shifts for in-
dividuals, the Roth Center, and the broader community

• Engaging with local, state, and national legislation and 
elections to promote a climate-forward agenda

If you want to be involved, stay updated on progress and 
programs, or suggest actions, contact Talia Manning, Alli 
Schwartz, Alice Berliner, Lori Siegel, or email dayenu@uvjc.org.

Let's return to our climate transgressions, envision change, 
and grow forth into a new year of environmental action!



DONATIONS (THRU 8/29/22)  
RECEIVED WITH GRATITUDE:

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

Nancie and Mark Severs in memory 
of Lea Oxman, mother of Tommy 
Oxman
Mary and Sam Zucker in memory of 
Eva Zucker, Sam’s mother
Mary and Sam Zucker in memory of 
Susanne Zucker, Sam’s sister

GENERAL FUND

Eleanor and Walter Angoff in sup-
port for solidarity and healing for the 
Jewish community
Thomas Cochran in appreciation of 
Rabbi Seth, Paul Etkind, Jeff Lubell, 
and Sam Zucker for their hard work in 
running Shabbat services
Leslie and Sanford DeLugach in 
memory of Katheryn (Kitty) Batavia, 
Leslie’s mother
Leslie and Sanford DeLugach in 
memory of Betty DeLugach, Sanford’s 
mother
Leslie and Sanford DeLugach in hon-
or of Rabbi Mark and Hayley DeLugach
Sue and Paul Etkind in honor of 
the birth of Adelaide Irene Claire 
Sachs-Fahlander, granddaughter of 
Marlene and Rusty Sachs 
Sue and Paul Etkind in thanks to 
Rabbi Mark for the Eastman Service on 
June 3, 2022
The Greenspan Foundation in 
memory of Bob Sachs
The Greenspan Foundation in 
memory of Virginia “Ginny” Rolett
Michael Holdowsky
Marlene and Rusty Sachs in honor 
of the birth of their granddaughter, 
Adelaide Irene Claire Sachs-Fahlander
Carole and Gerlad Slabin in support 
of Shabbat Kiddush
Mary and Sam Zucker in support of 
Shabbat Kiddush

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND

Frances Herbert in memory of her 
late husband, Walter H. Herbert

SOCIAL ACTION / TZEDAKAH FUND

Janet Goldberger in memory of 
Milton Goldberger, her father

UVJC CEMETERY FUND

Barbara Brown in memory of Daniel 
H. Brown, her father-in-law
Jane Lipson in memory of Phyllis 
Gotlieb, her mother
Arline and Barry Rotman in memory 
of Milton Schwartz, Arline’s father

YAHRZEIT CONTRIBUTIONS

Robert Braitman and Bonnie 
Gordon in memory of Irving Braitman, 
Robert’s father
Robert Braitman and Bonnie 
Gordon in memory of Nanette 
Gordon, Bonnie’s mother
Caron and Eric Bronstein in memory 
of Sonia Bronstein, Eric’s mother
Aila Conarck in memory of Cliff 
Conarck, her son
Aila Conarck in memory of Paula 
Conarck, her mother-in-law
Aila Conarck in memory of Harriet 
Levy, her aunt
Aila Conarck in memory of Irving 
Yanover, her father
Leslie and Sanford DeLugach in 
memory of George Batavia Jr., Leslie’s 
father
Leslie and Sanford DeLugach in 
memory of Sheldon Jay Melamut
Vivian and Kenneth Dolkart in mem-
ory of Grace Dolkart, Kenneth’s mother
Karen Fryer and Gene Kadish in 
memory of Allyne “Pij” (Cohen) Kadish, 
Gene’s mother
Carolyn Gordon and David Webb 
in memory of Esther Gordon Toovy, 
Carolyn’s mother

Jerry Goldstein in memory of 
Abraham Goldstein, his father
Jerry Goldstein in memory of Arnold 
Goldstein, his brother
Laura Harris-Hirsch and Ed Hirsch in 
memory of Sara Harris, Laura’s mother
Laura Harris-Hirsch and Ed Hirsch in 
memory of Ann B. Hirsch, Ed’s mother
Dianne and Gary Levine in memory of 
Anna Rosenberg, Gary’s grandmother
Amy and Henry Nachman in memory 
of Lea Oxman, Tom Oxman’s mother
Bruce Pacht in memory of Joseph 
Daschbach, his mentor
Bruce Pacht in memory of Leon 
Oringher, his uncle
Bruce Pacht in memory of Harold 
Pacht, his father
Kathy and Jeff Parsonnet in memory 
of Mia Parsonnet, Jeff’s mother
Diane Roston in memory of Sidney 
Roston, her father
Marlene and Rusty Sachs in memory 
of Jeanne Sachs, Rusty’s mother
Marlene and Rusty Sachs in memory 
of Jim Sachs, Rusty’s brother
Marlene and Rusty Sachs in memory 
of Walter Simmenauer, Rusty’s friend
Sharon and Jerome Smith in 
memory of David Smith, their son
Sharon and Jerome Smith in 
memory of Eve Smith, Jerome’s mother
Sharon and Jerome Smith in 
memory of Israel Smith, Jerome’s father
Phyllis Whitney in memory of Paul M. 
Zavod, her father

!THANK YOU KINDLY FOR YOUR GENEROSITYתודה רבה

!WE JOYOUSLY WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERSברוכים הבאים

AMY & EVAN COHN  ◦  EMILIE & ALAN KAPLAN

LUCY & MATTHEW ROJANSKY 

EMILY & JEFFREY STEWART
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS

ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Peter Orner, Fred Lerner

CARING & CHESED COMMITTEE 
Roberta Berner, Yoni Neirman 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 
Devora & Robert Gronauer

COMMUNICATIONS  
COMMITTEE 
Kathy Parsonnet

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Thomas Cochran

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Rob Greene

JOINT BUILDING  
& PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Paul Etkind, Chris DePierro

KIDDUSH COORDINATOR 
Yoni Neirman

LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
Fred Lerner 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Deborah Callaghan

RUACH COMMITTEE 
Jeff Lubell

SECURITY COMMITTEE 
[Chair TBD]

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
Lynn Schwartz

Committees are open to all 
community members; we hope 
you will get involved to help 
shape our programs, offerings, 
values, opportunities, and goals!

ROTH CENTER OFFICES

RABBI 
Mark Melamut 
rabbi@uvjc.org 
603-646-0460

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 
Chris DePierro 
office@uvjc.org 
603-646-0460

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 
Melissa Herman 
school@uvjc.org 
603-646-3887

COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT: CARING & CHESEDעדכונים

The mission of the Caring and Chesed (Loving Kindness) Committee is to 
enhance our sense of congregational community by reaching out to individ-
uals with tangible expressions of caring and chesed as Jewish communities 
around the world have done for generations.

Our community spans many towns, (at least) two states, and an impressive 
diversity of backgrounds. A central challenge for the UVJC is to bring us 
together in spite of our distances, be they geographic or spiritual.

The Caring and Chesed effort is meant to build community through tangible 
acts of loving kindness. We reach out to UVJC members in times of illness, 
celebration, mourning, or just simple need for connection with phone calls, 
visits, cards, vegetarian or chicken soup, and meals.

We hope that when we reach out, you accept our outreach—accepting as 
well as offering assistance do so much to help us know one another and 
build community. We also understand the need for confidentiality, and we 
know that sometimes it may be preferable to maintain privacy and have 
comfort from an intimate group of family and close friends.

Thank you to those who have graciously accepted our offers! Thank you to those 
who have shared your good news with our community! And especially thank 
you to our Caring and Chesed group, who are kind, giving, and respectful.

If you know of someone who would appreciate some caring and chesed, 
or if you would like to volunteer to help, please contact Roberta Berner at 
603-790-8365 or bernerabel@aol.com, Yoni Neirman at 802-649-3234 or 
yonitneirman@gmail.com, or Chris in the office at 603-646-0460 or  
office@uvjc.org

“On these three things the world exists: on Torah, on worship, and on doing deeds 
of loving kindness (chesed) for others.” Pirkei Avot (Talmud, Ethics of the Fathers)

SOPHIE HOPKINS | SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 
Daughter of Jennifer Shaevel Hopkins & Sam Hopkins

LYRA WILLIAMS | OCTOBER 22, 2022 (afternoon) 
Daughter of Judith Williams & Robert Shumsky

LIDIA & SIMONE ROSENBLOOM | NOVEMBER 12, 2022 
Daughters of Eva & Jonathan Rosenbloom

SAMSON CHARRON | DECEMBER 10, 2022 
Son of Audra Charron & David Leib

TUCKER GREEN | DECEMBER 17, 2022 
Son of Samantha Davidson & Jordan Greenוב
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An Update Regarding Our Library

The Jewish people have been called “The People 
of the Book” due to our relationship with the 
Torah and with study. Our beliefs, our practic-
es, and our history are set forth in books, and 
without them Jewish life is impossible. Access to 
Jewish books is essential to a Jewish communi-
ty. Our own Koreman Library within the Roth 
Center is testimony to this relationship. It has 
an excellent collection for general and research 
learning, and for popular reading about Judaism 
and Israel. Under the direction of Fred Lerner, 
our volunteer librarian of many years who brings 
to the task professional knowledge of library 
science and good judgement, the library has 
collected:

• The essential texts of Judaism, in their origi-
nal languages and in English translation

• Significant commentaries and interpretations 
of Jewish texts, both historical and modern

• Books representing all significant denomi-
nations within Judaism and all significant 
constituencies in Jewish life today

• Books on all aspects of Jewish life: religious 
belief and practice, philosophy and ethics, 
history and biography, language and litera-
ture, fine arts, music, cooking, and parenting

• The most important newly published Jewish 
books (see www.uvjc.org for a list of the 
latest acquisitions)

What we don’t have is an abundance of space 
for our collection to grow. Over the years, many 
people have generously donated books for many 
reasons. Unfortunately, some of the donated 
books are inappropriate for our collection, 
many are duplicates, some are too damaged to 
keep, and a few belong in highly specialized 
academic or research collections. It has been 
difficult to keep up with the volume of volumes 
left at our door. 

If you want to donate books to the Koreman 
Library, please do so by first contacting Fred 
through our office (office@uvjc.org). Fred will re-
spond and review the contents of your proposed 
donation before anything can be accepted. The 
UVJC thanks you for your support of the library 
and for your understanding with this.

It’s A Small World After All!

In September 2020, Dr. Merle Meyerson relocated to the 
Upper Valley for a Cardiologist position at DHMC. She 
joined the UVJC and learned about the Social Action 
Commitee (SAC). She became active in SAC and met a 
wonderful and inspired group of people; as they got 
to know one another, it turned out that another SAC 
member, Alice Berliner, had grown up a mile away from 
Merle's childhood home and attended the same syna-
gogue (Beth El, New Rochelle, NY). 

Recently, Alice mentioned Merle to her oldest friend, 
with whom she’s had a connection since the age of 
3. The friend, Amy, noted that not only was the name 
familiar to her but she could “picture her cute face.”  

Merle, as it happens, found the bunk portrait with all 
three cute faces—shown above, from Beth El Day Camp 
in 1961, t-shirts and all ! Can you recognize Merle (bot-
tom row on right end) and Alice (second row, second 
from the left)?

King Arthur challah baking class for UVJC members on 9/1/2022



Celebrate Sukkot!

Schmooze in the Sukkah at Eastman 
Wednesday, October 12 @ 6:00 PM 
(Please RSVP to office@uvjc.org)

Youngish & Jewish Social in the Roth Center Sukkah 
Thursday, October 13 @ 6:00 PM 
(A meetup for those 21-35)

Shabbat in the Roth Center Sukkah 
Friday, October 14 @ 6:00 PM
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NEWSLETTER  
DESIGNED BY:

WWW.UVJC.ORG
Can't get enough? Visit our website for the latest news, 
cool resources, event updates, and fun opportunities:

GIFT DESIGNATIONS 
Gifts may be directed to the 
General Fund or one of the 
following:

Adult Ed (guest speakers and 
other special adult programs)
Cemetery (landscaping and 
maintenance of our cemetery)
Endowment (to support the 
future of the community)
High Holiday Appeal (sustain-
ing ongoing Jewish life in our 
community)
Library (for purchase of books 
or other library materials)
Rabbi’s Discretionary (chari-
table purposes determined by 
the Rabbi)
School Programming (special pro-
grams outside of the curriculum)

UPPER VALLEY JEWISH COMMUNITY CEMETERY

The UVJC owns and maintains our own cemetery to comfort and serve you in times of need. 
We encourage our members to think about their future needs in advance. For more informa-
tion, please call the office at 603-646-0460 or email office@uvjc.org.


